
QQuueessttiioonnss  
 
Find and label the segments of text that help you with the following 
questions or tasks: 
 
 
1. By the late 1870s, why did many people in the North and West begin to 

grow weary of supporting Reconstruction? 
 
2. How do you think the changing attitudes of white people affected the 

progress of blacks in the South? 
 
3. The Civil War ended in 1865, at which time Reconstruction began.  Radical 

reconstruction officially began in 1867, but lasted only ten years until 1877, 
when the military withdrew from the South.  Why do you think it was 
difficult for a democratically governed nation such as the United States to 
maintain a long-term policy such as Reconstruction? 

 
4. How did southern states exclude black Americans from political life and the 

privileges of citizenship? 
 
5. How did southern restrictions on the voting rights of African Americans 

affect black representation in Congress? 
 
6. Cite at least six examples of Jim Crow segregation laws in the South. 



MMiilliittaarryy  RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  EEnnddss  aanndd  
BBllaacckkss  GGrraadduuaallllyy  LLoossee  CCiivviill  RRiigghhttss  

((11887766--11889900))  
 
By 1876 many people in the North had begun to grow weary of the problems of Reconstruction.  
The Radical republicans had demanded immediate reforms in the South.  They insisted that 
racial wrongs must be righted without delay.  After 1876, however, many people felt that this 
policy had been a mistake.  Attitudes were changing.  Other interests claimed the North’s 
attention.  Industry was expanding westward.  New territories were being acquired.  And wars 
against the Plains Indians were being waged.  The South came to be regarded less as a bitter 
enemy and more as a partner in the nation’s growth.  Less occupied with black people’s 
problems, the North—and the federal government—were willing to let change in the South 
proceed at a slower pace. 
 
Military occupation of the South ended in 1877.  Blacks were left at the mercy of the white 
majority.  Most ex-Confederate officials had been pardoned.  White racists took over state 
governments from Radical Republican and black control.  The political rights and freedom of the 
black people were, in theory, guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States.  However, 
Southern states passed laws to keep black people from exercising their political rights.  Such 
laws prevented blacks from voting and from exercising their freedom of speech, press, and 
assembly. 
 
Yet, despite all this, blacks voted in large numbers and were elected or appointed to some 
offices.  Although they were kept out of most white schools, many blacks were still able to get an 
education.   As late as 1885, a black newspaper writer from Boston visited the South looking for 
signs of racial discrimination.  He reported: 
 
 I think the whites of the South are really less afraid to [have] contact with colored people 
 than the whites of the North. 
 
Blacks felt that their rights were guaranteed by the Constitution.  They counted on the federal 
government to protect those rights.  However, the federal government ceased to enforce the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments when Southern state governments ignored them.  
Although the process was subtle and gradual, black rights were being steadily eroded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JJiimm  CCrrooww  LLaawwss  aanndd    
LLeeggaall  SSeeggrreeggaattiioonn  

((11889900--11992200))  
 
By the last decade of the nineteenth century, certain Southern politicians, in order to stay in 
power, had rallied Southern whites under the banner of white supremacy, or white racial 
superiority.  Blacks were stripped of political power, and thus reduced to the position of second-
class citizens.  Terror tactics, murder, and changes in state laws were used against black 
Americans. 
 
The whites in power began to revise the state constitutions.  The changes they made were 
designed to restrict the voting rights of blacks.  When the Mississippi constitution was revised in 
1890, one reason given for the change was, “The policy of crushing out the manhood of the 
Negro citizens is too be carried on to success.”  Other Southern states followed Mississippi’s 
example. 
 
The effort to restrict black voting power by so-called legal means was accompanied by a vicious 
campaign of race hatred.  Terrorist gangs kidnapped people, held mock trials, and frequently 
lynched their victims.  Even when blacks were openly threatened, the law did not protect them.  
The following poster, for example, was openly displayed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As a result of tactics such as these, black Americans in the South were excluded from political 
life and the responsibilities of citizenship.  The effectiveness of such measures is shown by the 
following sample statistics.  In Louisiana in 1896 there were 130,334 registered black voters.  In 
1904, after the state constitution was changed to restrict the black vote, only 1,342 blacks were 
registered to vote.  In Alabama in 1900 there were 181,471 registered black voters.  In 1901 there 
were only 3,000. 
 
Southern restrictions affected representation in Congress.  There were eight blacks elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives in 1875, three in 1889, one in 1899, then none until 1928.  After 
the term of Senator Blanche K. Bruce ended in 1881, no other black American served in the U.S. 
Senate until Senator Edward Brooke of Massachusetts was elected in 1966. 
 
White political control brought more and more 
racial discrimination.  Even before 1890, 
segregation had been increasing in the South.  
Schools were segregated, and some states 
required blacks to use separate cars on trains.  
Cars for blacks were called “Jim Crow” cars, and 
the term Jim Crow came to be applied to all 
attempts at segregation of black people. 
 
After 1890, more and more Jim Crow laws were passed.  They made it hard for blacks and 
whites to share in any activities—except those in which blacks worked for whites.  In 1896 the 
U.S. Supreme court ruled that it was permissible for states to maintain “separate but equal” 
facilities for blacks.  This ruling protected all the institutions set up by the Jim Crow laws—

separate railroad cars for black people, separate 
schools, eating places, parks, churches, hospitals, 
homes for the aged, orphans, or the blind, and even 
cemeteries.  Signs reading “White Only” or 
“Colored Only” sprouted up all over the South.  
There were separate benches, drinking fountains, 
waiting rooms, rest rooms, and ticket windows.  
Black people had to use separate stairways and 
elevators.  They used separate sections of 
steamboats, theaters, and prisons.  The textbooks 
used by black children in public schools were kept 
separate from those used by white children.  
Separate Bibles were provided for black witnesses 
in court.  In some factories, black workers had to 
use separate entrances, exits, and pay windows.  

They were forbidden to look out the same windows as whites.  In Baltimore, blacks and whites 
were not allowed to live on the same block.  Oklahoma required separate phone booths for 
blacks and whites and would not permit blacks and whites to boat or fish together.  In Georgia, 
white and black baseball teams could not play within two blacks of each other.  White taxi 
drivers could not carry black passengers, not could black drivers accept white passengers.  A 
black American—even a college professor—could not use a public library. 


